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Did you hear about 
the rose that grew 
from a crack in 
the concrete? 
Proving nature's 
law is wrong it 
learned to walk with 
out having feet. 
Funny it seems, but  
by keeping its dreams, 
it learned to breathe 
fresh air. 
Long live the rose that 
grew from concrete 
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Critical race theory (Crt) 
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reimagining school library 
Practices Using Crt
Disrupting	Cultural	Deficit	Views
One of the first steps to 
reimagining school library 
practices with urban youth in 
mind is for school librarians to 
check their negative biases and 
assumptions about urban students. 
it is important to not allow outward 
conditions such as dress, speech 
patterns, and other cultural 
signifiers to shape how educators 




















































listening to students’ life stories 
and becoming interested in the 
music, television shows, and 
other influences in their lives 
is another important step in 
reimagining school library spaces 

































Many educators are afraid to 
reach and teach some urban youth 
because of educators’ perception 
that urban youth are prone to 
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Understanding	Whiteness
it is no secret that the school 
librarian workforce is comprised 
primarily of middle-class white 
females. By contrast, our nation’s 
schools are increasingly comprised 
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the online exclusive article, 
Youth Development and Care 
Define The Possibility Project, 
by Michael Hanchett Hanson.
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